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Professional game management is essential to creatin g your private sporting paradise.
E———— by Tom Keer

Conservation edsehnients - and professionil  stream-management
rojects help pratectthéfishery~—and fishing—on the Upper Provo
here 1l flonds through Kictory Ranch.
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A FEW YEARS AGO, MY WIFE
surprised me with a copy of Partridge
Shortenin’, by Gorham “Grampa Grouse”
Cross. In 1949, Grampa Grouse printed
only 100 copies for his friends, thereby
making an original copy about as scarce
as hen's teeth. Two subsequent printings
have added 600 additional copies to the
sporting world for a grand tally of 700
editions. Thanks to my wife, I have one
of them in my collection.

I was in awe of the outstanding
shooting chronicled in the chapter “All
Full at Noon,” which tells the story of
three men shooting a limit of four grouse
each by noon. Cross estimates that about
10 percent of flushed birds are killed, so
at that rate it means for every bird killed
he saw ten more, for every limit reached
he saw 40 birds, and for a three-man
limit their shooting party caught at least
a fleeting glimpse 120. Today, any grouse
hunter who sees 20 birds in a day has hit
a magical benchmark. The same is true
of bobwhite quail down South, trout in
the Rockies, waterfowl in the Central
Flyway, and so on. These days, it seems
that finding game takes far more time
than actually hunting it.

The lack of quality hunting or fishing
opportunities is a leading factor in why
die-hard sportsmen take matters into
their own hands. Whether purchasing
a 25-acre farm or a 250,000-acre ranch,
the ultimate goal is to capture their
own little slice of heaven—and perhaps
re-create an experience that resembles
Gorham Cross’s.

If you bought a South Georgia quail
plantation youd want it to have sandy
soil, rolling hills, open fields, and rocky
streams. Youd likely include a variety
of food and cover crops, highlighted by
Egyptian wheat, milo, wiregrass, loveg-
rass, broom sedge, Johnson grass, and bi-
color lespedeza. The hardwood bottoms
should have an equally diverse mix with
oaks, loblolly pines, slash pines, sweet
gum, long-leaf pines, and hickories—tu-
pelo and cypress where the ground stays

wet. If that veritable quail cornucopia
exists then grab your dogs, boys, and get
after 'em. Alas, few landowners are so
fortunate, which is why it’s often best to
call on a professional land manager.

Even Mother Nature needs a help-
ing hand on occasion, and that’s why
property owners think of Shannon
Skelton as their right hand man. Shan-
non owns a company called CFI Global
(www.cfiglobal.com), which specializes
in turning average sporting properties
into spectacular ones.

“A survey of sportsmen shows that
most agree their property could use
a little improvement,” said Skelton.
“Some folks are content to simply stock
their river once a year or put out some
birds at the start of hunting season.
What that means is for whatever rea-
son, the quality of the property has de-
graded over time. Other folks look for a
sustainable resource. We re-engineer a
river to support fish, just as we engineer
the land to support birds or game.”

When it comes to rivers, that means
reviewing water quality, testing acidity,
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surveying entomology, and recording
oxygen levels. At that point, an infra-
structure will be created to manage re-
cruitment and fish counts, hydrological
variables, insect life and reproduction,
and spawning habitat. The process may
require heavy machinery and take up to
a year before it comes to fruition, but in
the end landowners may be astonished
by the improvements they can enjoy. In-
stead of an artificial experience, the rivers
becomes a naturally restored waterway.
The goal of habitat-improvement or-
ganizations is to improve water or land
quality for the long haul. The abundant
fish and game are a natural byproduct.
If you ask a room of fishermen and
hunters to describe their ideal terrain
you're likely to get a room full of differ-
ent answers. Some want big numbers of
birds in every covey rise. Others want
fewer elk or deer but with larger racks.
And some trout fishermen will want big
fish while others prefer a dry-fly expe-
rience. With a little planning and some
hard work, the odds of improving your
property are very good to excellent. The
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grouse bonanzas that Gorham Cross
experienced took place just outside of
Boston through south-central New
Hampshire. And while their effects are
unlikely to be reversed today, the chanc-
es of improving your own slice of heaven
are very good indeed.
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Nestled on 292 rolling acres above the Thornton River in Rappahannock County, Virginia. Castle Mountain Farm
offers the very best of modern country life. The custom built 5 bedroom , 4 %2 bath home offers a perfect fusion of
traditional design elements and the finest modern luxuries. Sited to provide complete privacy, the 4,800 Fr2 home
offers sweeping views of the Blue Ridge Mountains from nearly every room.

The ideal sportsman's retreat, the property offers more than Y2 mile of frontage on the Thornton River, a large
spring fed pond, 78 acres of fertile hayfields well suited to development as upland game coverts, and more than 210
acres of mature hardwoods. Healthy populations of whitetail deer, bear, coyotes, dove and grouse provide a variety
of opportunities for the sportsman. The property is subject to a Conservation Easement and is located in one of the
best protected areas on the East Coast yet is less than 90 minutes from Washington D.C. $4,950,000

Contact Don Skelly at (540)406-1370

dskelly @farmandestate .net

 Frank Harpy, Inc., REALTORS
PIEDMONT OFFICE
132A East Main Street, Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-3903  Fax: (540) 672-3906
www farmandestate .net
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